
Information and Discussion on the 
Federal Law on Tobacco Products 
(LPTab/TabPG)

Dominique Sprumont, Milo Puhan
and Luciano Ruggia



The new Swiss Law on Tobacco Products: current
situation and future perspectives

2

Part 1: Overview of history and prospects for tobacco 
product regulation in Switzerland

Part 2: Current political process, activities of SSPH+ and next
steps

Discussion



From Theory to Practice

Evaluation Research

The right thing to 

do
Monitoring and 

evaluation

Drafting laws, 

regulations, guidelines 
Developing consensus 

and support

Informing policy 

refinement 

Enforcement 

strategies

Better Health FasterBetter Health Faster

Help Engaging 

Communities 

and Building 

Political Will

Help Engaging 

Communities 

and Building 

Political Will

Expertise in 

Designing 

Legal 

Solutions 

Expertise in 

Designing 

Legal 

Solutions 

Support for 

Enforcing and 

Defending 

Legal Solutions

Support for 

Enforcing and 

Defending 

Legal Solutions

Policy 

Surveillance 

and 

Evaluation

Policy 

Surveillance 

and 

Evaluation

Access to 

Evidence and 

Expertise

Access to 

Evidence and 

Expertise



https://www.admin.ch/

opc/en/classified-

compilation/20101912/

index.html



https://www.admin.ch/

opc/en/classified-

compilation/20101912/

index.html



What happens if there is no 

Federal Act on Tobacco 

Products in 2021 ?

Federal Act on Protection against 

Dangerous Substances and 

Preparations (Chemicals Act, ChemA)

of 15 December 2000 (Status as of 1 

January 2017)

https://www.admin.ch/opc/en/classified-

compilation/19995887/index.html
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Signed by CH 

2004
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force 2005

Ratified by CH 

???

November 2018

Directives 

2014/40/EU 
(prior 2001/37/EC) 

concerning the 

manufacture, 

presentation and 

sale of tobacco 

products

Since 2007 No 

exportation from EU 

of tobacco products

not conforming to 

the directive 
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Parliamentary Process
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• Nov. 30th, 2018: LPTab projects transmitted to the
Parlament

• Feb. 20th, 2019: Hearings of CSSS-E � charges the FOPH to 
examine 3 points

• April 16th: the CSSS-E published the 3 FOPH reports, but no 
discussion

• May 16th: CSSS-E � 2 additional mandates at the FOPH: 

1- clarify possibility for taxation of e-cigarettes 

2- estimate economic importance of the tobacco industry
and quantify the economic impact of ratification of FCTC

• Aug. 12th-13th: next CSSS-E meeting

• Automn session (Sept): Conseil des Etats (Ständerat)

• Winter session (Dec): Conseil National (Nationalrat, NEW) 



Activities of SSPH+ on LPTab

1st time to be so active in 3rd

pillar of SSPH+ strategy

«science to policy»
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Before Nov 30, 2018

1. Thorough analysis of LPTab

2. Partnering with health

insurance companies

Curafutura (Helsana, KPT, CSS, 

Sanitas) + Groupe Mutuel and Assura

(insuring 70% of the Swiss population)
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Nov 30, 2018, press release
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Feb 13, 2019

1. Submission of SSPH+ suggestions

for adapting LPTab

2. Letters supporting FCTC ratification



Putting forward concrete proposals
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Putting forward concrete proposals
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Feb 20, 2019

1. CSSE-E commission hearing
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March 13, 2019

Meeting to coordinate the actors

“Smoking in Switzerland, what’s 

next?”
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March 13, 2019

Common agreement on:
1. Protect minors from all tobacco products and e-

cigarettes

2. Prohibition of sales of cigarettes, e-cigarettes and all 
tobacco products to minors

3. Strong restriction on advertising cigarettes, e-
cigarettes and all tobacco products 

4. LPTab compatible with WHO-Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control (FCTC)
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April 9, 2019

Board Lung League Switzerland:

1. Strong committment to support

SSPH+ and public health alliance

2. Protection of minors as focus

3. Successful fund raising in 

cantonal lung leagues



The 3 FOPH Reports of April 2019
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Report 1: Minimal conditions needed to ratify the FCTC

Report 2: How alternative tobacco products (e-
cigarettes, Snus) are regulated in the EU and in various
other countries (France, Germany, Italy, UK, USA)? 

Report 3: Alternatives products: chances and risks for 
the public health
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Insert Text

May 14, 2019



Industrie communication
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One full page on May 
22nd, 2019 in the
NZZ, non critic article



Other key activities
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Initiative 'Oui à la 
protection des enfants 
et des jeunes contre la 
publicité pour le tabac 
(enfants et jeunes sans 
publicité pour le tabac)'

Initiative populaire 
fédérale 'Pour plus de 
transparence dans le 
financement de la vie 
politique (initiative sur 
la transparence)‘

Failure of the Neuchâtel 
cantonal initiative for a 
special sugar tax



Other key activities
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Public 
campaign



Upcoming parliamentary process
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• Aug. 12th-13th: next CSSS-E meeting, publication of the 2 
FOPH reports (taxation of e-cigarettes and economic
importance of tobacco industry and economic impact of FCTC)

• Sept. 2019: debate in the Conseil des Etats (full), adoption 
of the CSSS-E proposal; transmission to the Conseil National

• Discussion in the CSSS-N (17/18.10.19, 14/15.11.19)

• December 2019: new Parlement

• March 2020 (?): discussion in the Conseil national; adoption 
of a text

• � Referendum against the Law (?)
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Description du projet et instructions

Accès au rapport

Choix et 

description 

de l’objet

Résultat du 

vote

Application de filtres

Détails 

sur les 

parlem

entaires

Les lobbys, la politique et la santé

Prof. Joachim Marti, UniSanté, Lausanne
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How you can contribute:

1. Talk to your members of parliament using key

messages (we have list of mandates for member)

2. Repeat key messages wherever you can: 

PROTECTION OF MINORS by prohibition of ads

and (as a consequence) FCTC ratification

e-cigarettes ARE NOT a main topic at this stage

3. Emphasize common goals with AT and other

public health actors and coordination of activities

4. Emphasize support of 6 large health insurance

companies, FMH, Pharmasuisse and medical and 

public health community at large
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Thank you very much!


